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" I  say hel lo because she seems so lonely  s i t t ing on her  

porch w i th only  her  cat  to ta lk  to. "  

Jam es is  a nine-year -old boy,  adop ted by an Am er ican 

fam ily,  w ho is  p roud of  h is  Mexican her i tage.  He leads a peaceful  l i f e,  and every 

day on his  w ay to school ,  he passes the hom e of  Ms.  Dav is ,  an elder ly w om an 

w ho l i kes to spend her  m ornings in the r ock ing  chai r  on her  f ront  porch,  

accompanied by her  cat .  She rem inds Jam es of  h is  abuela (grandm other )  in 

Mexico,  and i t  becom es his  rout ine to w ave to her  every day and help  her  w i th 

er rands tw ice a w eek.  W hen Ms.  Dav is  abrup t ly s tops appear ing  on her  f ro nt  

porch,  Jam es goes to check on  her  and di scovers  she has fa l len ins ide her  

house and needs help .  Thanks to his  quick  act ions,  Ms.  Dav is  soon receives the 

m edical  at tent ion she  desperatel y needs.  Jam es gets  rew arded for  h is  bravery 

w i th a m edal  and dec ides to becom e a doctor  in the future.  

At  f i r s t  g lance,  the ta le of  a young  boy w ho s t r i kes up  a f r iendship  w i th an 

elder ly w om an in h is  hom etow n can sound  sw eet  but  s imp l is t i c .  The fu l l - colored 

i l lus t rat ions are sure to draw  in young  readers  ins tant l y,  and t he fac t  the m ain 

character  leads a happy l i f e in Am er ica w ith t ies  to Mexico is  som ething  to 

w hich a lot  of  chi ldren in s im i lar  s i tuat ions can relate.  How ever ,  the sw eetness 

of  the f r iendship  betw een Jam es and Ms.  Dav is  has a far  m ore ser ious tw is t  as  

the stor y con t inues.  Jam es’  heroism  com es f rom  the fac t  that  he is  the one w ho 

i s  cons is tent ly check ing  up  on Ms.  Dav is ,  even w hen to ld i t  i s  none  of  h is  
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bus iness.  I t  s t resses the im por tance of  watching  out  f or  others ,  espec ial l y the 

elder ly m em bers of  the com muni ty w ho m ight  l ive on thei r  ow n.  As such,  t h is  

s tory p rov ides an im por tant  and valuab le lesson for  i ts  readers ,  young  and m uch 

older ,  to internal ize.  
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